Technology that Reaches and Teaches Every Student

TESOL 2004 Pre-convention Institute

Lesson Plan Template:

	Lesson Plan Title:
	Initial needs assessment and goal setting for English FastForward students

	Concept / Topic:
	This is the first activity (after the orientation) in a Distance Ed. short course for generation 1.5 learners who hope to pass a standardized English placement test (EPT) and matriculate to CSU system.  Learners may be at any level of English ability, and participation in the course is optional.



	Standards Addressed (ESOL and Technology):
	n/a

	Specific Objectives (ESOL and Technology):
	Students will take a practice assessment following the format of the EPT, obtain and interpret detailed feedback, classify errors based on topic, rank their needs, and set their goals for the course based on their areas of weakness.  

	Assessment:
	As this is for an optional, non-credit course, there are no formal grades. Tutor/instructor checks to make sure that the following steps have been completed:

1. Practice EPT has been taken online 

2. Students have reviewed incorrect answers and correctly classified the type of error they made

3. Students have ranked the topics based on number of errors

4. Students completed goal-setting worksheet

The tutor/instructor should be prepared to help guide students as they set their individual study program.

In a sense, the ultimate assessment is the placement exam that the students must take upon entering the CSU system.

	Procedures:

Procedures, continued.
	1. Explain to the students the value of a needs assessment and goal-setting activity in a somewhat self-paced, multi-level course.  (Can be done by tutors in FTF setting or online.)

2. Download worksheet and directions.  The directions are as follows:

· Open a web browser and go to http://www.etstechnologies.com/cust1/gd.html

· Read the directions and then click “Next” on the bottom of the page

· Complete the 1st edition of the EPT (Note: You will need 60 minutes to complete the entire EPT.  If you do not have a 60-minute block of time, you may complete the Reading Skills and Composing Skills sections on separate occasions.  Make sure you print out and keep the feedback you receive.  You will need it to complete this sheet.  However, you should complete both sections of the test before your next workshop.)

· Go through the feedback you received for each response.  Fill in the following chart.  For each question you got incorrect, put a mark in the “number incorrect” column next to the appropriate skill tested.

Skill Tested

Number Incorrect

Ranking

organization and coherence

development and support

sentence control and clarity

grammar, usage, and idiom

identifying important ideas

understanding direct statements

reasoning from the text

finding meaning in context

recognizing purpose and strategy

Total score for Reading Skills:

Total score for Composing Skills:

· Rank the skills in order of difficulty (1 being most difficult), based on the number you got incorrect.   
· Using the information in your chart, fill out your goal-setting worksheet.
· Save the worksheets with the name “your_name_needs_assessment.doc” and submit to your teacher electronically via the digital drop box.


	Required Materials and equipment:
	1. Computers with Internet connections and Microsoft Word

2. Blackboard account and access to English FastForward course

3. Printers and/or email accounts (to send results to instructor)



	Differentiation: (ESOL and /or technology? content, process, product, learning environment?)
	Students taking this class have the opportunity to meet with a tutor weekly.  The tutor helps them with any trouble spots and guides them as they do their needs assessment and set and revise their goals.

There is a core body of information that all students must master.  However, in addition to the more general core material, there is also a great deal of material on more specific topics that students can do depending on their level and needs.  In many cases, the material is scaffolded in such a way that the lower-level students can work through the topics step-by-step with examples, and the higher-level students can skip to the final product.




